By the time you hear this I hope you are gathered with family and friends to enjoy turkey and
perhaps watch a football game. Thanksgiving is, as the name says a day to give thanks for the
blessings that come our way. When did that begin?-Giving-thanlks-to-a- Higherpowerforsimple=
2 It most likely would have been thousands of years ago ata place like Stonehenge or
Gobeckli Tepe, when one of our ancestors erected a totem or altar to their deity, giving thanks
for a harvest that would feed the tribe, or a successful hunt that would fend off starvation.

Our modern Thanksgrvmg holiday traces its or1g1ns toa 1621 celebratlon by Pilgrims at the
Plymouth Plantation, whete-these.early rs.held-a-harvest-feasts

Squanto, a Patuxet Native American who resided with the Wampanoag tribe, taught the Pilgrims
how to catch eel and grow corn and served as an interpreter for these desperate early settlers
£Squante-had-learned-English-while-enslaved-in-Eurepe.and.during travels-inEngland):
Addltlonally the Wampanoag leader Massasoit had donated food stores to the fledgling colony
during the first winter when supplies brought from England were insufficient. So, the Pilgrims
set apart a day to celebrate at Plymouth immediately after their first harvest jm=k@2:
That feast lasted three days, providing enough food for 13 Pilgrims and 90 Native Amerlcans
The feast consisted of fish and shellfish, wild fowl (including turkey), venison, berries and fruit,
vegetables, like peas,and of course, pumpkin, harvest grains and the Three Sisters: beans, dried
Indian corn and squash.

Thanksgiving Day officially became a national tradition in 1863, when during the Civil War,
President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a national day of thanksgiving to be celebrated on

: m-Ameriea-today can fully el*"the conditions of that first Thanksgiving.
Food never tastes so good as when itas: ateky short supply. A agine President
Lincoln officially instituting a national day of thanks right in the middle of our bloodiest war—
proving that things do not have to be perfect to give thanks.
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Several E)oints about Thanksgiving, azssw
First, harvest festivals had existed in En ghsh n
Thanksgwmg traces its roots back to-beth-Eut -Nai
Second, the peaceful relations between the earllesnP1lgr1m a
noting. Sadly, peace did not always prevail. ! : .
ddsiwdy had it not been for the benevolence of the Natlve Americans hke Squanto, the earliest
settlements of Europeans on American soil would have failed, dramatically and tragically.

Fourth and finally: we should not give thanks because we have so much, but because we have
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F or friends, family, freedom of speech and fa1th for clean water abundant amounts of food )
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the Wampanoag tr1be are Worth

one, g1ve thanks—and hope you do.too.

This has been Dan Price for Community Comment




