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Nostaglia

This is Jon Sapper for Community Comment.

It seems the older | get, the more | enjoy history. Maybe it’s because I’'m getting
closer to remembering the historical events I'm talking about. That’s a frightening
thought. I'm really not that old, but when | was talking with some buddies the
other evening and after about 20 minutes of conversation, I said, “Do you realize
that in the last 20 minutes, we’ve only talked about two things........the way things
used to be 50 years ago and what part of us is aching.”

Life was different back then. | grew up in Fortuna. Gas was 32 cents a gallon. A
postage stamp was 5 cents. A big candy bar was 10 cents. The movies cost 25
cents. We didn’t keep our doors locked. Milk was delivered to our home in glass
bottles each week. The doctor came to the house with their black doctor bag
when we were sick. We had to call an operator to connect us to someone else to
talk to on the phone. The TV was only black and white and had rabbit ears (two
steel rods sticking up on top of the TV for anyone listening to this who is under
the age of 30). We were excited to have two channels to watch.

There was no such thing as a gigabyte. | did know someone who could do a
megabite. They could eat half a Bob’s Footlong with one chomp. They could only
do one megabite at a time, though. There wasn’t a twitter unless you were
talking about someone who shook a bit. When | cut and pasted, | used scissors
and some Elmers glue. | had friends who downloaded often, but it was usually on
weekends at a party. My desktop was made out of wood. A web developer was
just a spider on the outside of your home. Yahoo was what you said on Friday
afternoon waiting for the weekend. If you burned a disk you usually had trouble
walking for quite a while. A tablet was just a pill. A clean room was something |
never had. | never googled a girl. Wouldn’t have even considered it. The cloud
was something you could see in the sky. A cold boot was something you got if
your father got after you. A floppy was a rabbit. A hard drive was what it used to
be to get to San Francisco.



So why do we look at the past with such nostalgia? It took 7 or 8 hours to get to
the city. We only had two TV channels. A hand held calculator to do basic
functions cost $400. We thought 8 tracks played good music.

Maybe the answer is related to the conversation | had with my buddies......talking
about our aches and pains. We didn’t have as many back then. Maybe that’s the
reason the past looks so good. To check it out | googled (don’t mind doing it
now)...... 50 years ago in Fortuna to see what | could find. An ad popped up

wanting me to buy urinary catheter supplies. Geeezzzz. Talk about target
marketing. ‘

This has been Jon Sapper for Community Comment.



