Community Comment June 23", 2014
By Jon Sapper
The Future

My 3 year old grandson visited me this last week. I've mentioned him before
after multiple travails in traveling to see him in Northern Idaho. I’'m wondering
what his life is going to be like in 50 years.

He will probably be riding in his car that drives itself. How will it know where to
go.....just tell it? What if he changes his mind or if the computer chip fouls up and
instead of going to San Francisco he ends up in Portland. Hopefully he will have
an override button.

If he wants a pizza for dinner, will a drone deliver it to his house? | hear they are
testing that now. | just want to make sure they figure out how to keep it hot.
Can’t stand pizza cheese that is cold. Drone delivered pizza may be impressive,
but | want a drone to deliver ice cream to me during the summer without melting.
Then I'll be impressed.

Whenever he uses the internet, will he be able to block all the advertisements
that pop up after doing a google search? You can probably do that now, | just
can’t figure it out. I'm glad | didn’t do an internet search the other day when | had
terrible indigestion. That wouldn’t have been very pleasing to see what might
pop up and to be reminded of it for days.

And when he wants to go fishing, will he be able to point something at the river
and it will tell him if there are any fish in it? | really don’t know if I'd buy that. At
least now if | don’t catch anything, | can rationalize that there are no fish. 1 don’t
know if my fishing ego could stand realizing there are 100 fish in front of me and |
can’t catch one.

And what will his smart phone look like? Now they can water your lawn, turn on
your oven, cook your dinner and turn the lights on in your home. | just want to
make sure these things never can flop on the couch and relax. | don’t want
anything to do that for me. | would like a smart phone though, that can tell me
what | just forgot.... or point it at someone | know and it can remember their
name that | should have remembered. Then I will be impressed.



Yes, | wonder what the little guy’s life will be like in 50 years, but then again, |
probably won’t be around unless somebody invents the fountain of youth. I'll buy
that instead of a smart phone any day.

Actually, he may be playing with the future right now when he points his finger at
me and says, “Prang, | just turned you into a frog”. So, if my next Community
Comment is just full of “ribbits”, you’ll know he was successful. Gotta love
technology.

This has been Jon Sapper for Community Comment.



