I notice Governor Jerry Brown recently signed a bill due to take effect next July that will ban all
single-use plastic bags. California has thus passed the first statewide ban on single-use plastic
bags, and I hope Governor Brown, who used to be called Governor Moon Beam, is right in
saying that we won’t be the last. Sure plastic bags are convenient. But when our local Murphy’s
market decided to stop using plastic bags a couple of years ago I agreed that it makes sense to
reuse the same bag over and over, rather than buy a bag and use it, a£§§°ﬂame implies—only
once! Now, I’m assuming that when properly disposed of, most plastic bags end up in landfill.
That is bad enough, but those pesky little bags often float away to the worst places. Eg

I spend a lot of time driving up down our coastal roads, and I often see plastic bags scattered
over land and sea, I’ve geen huhdre eds of them blowing along the Samoa Peninsula o ustery
day, sometimes ?y\gh‘c in trees or barbed wire fenceg, Others blow onto the sand or water.
Sometlmes I ha Ye the time and good w1H to pluck the ﬂotsam out of the water, @m;lm&ﬁﬁ other

3§£12$;
ifi Ocean That’s right: there is a sw1r11ng bunch of plastlc aﬂoat in the

_centinental-nited-States: [t’s called the Great Pacific Garbage Patch or North Pamﬁc Gyre and
it’s the result of human carelessness and laziness.
Here are the words of a very smart scientist describing the Great Pacific Garbage Patch:
“The patch is characterized by exceptionally high relative concentrations of pelagic
plastics chemical sludge and other debris that have been trapped by the currents of the North
Pacific Gyre. Despite its enormous size and density (4 particles per cubic meter), the patch is not
visible from satellite photography, nor is it necessarily detectable to casual boaters or divers in
the area...” (I had to look up that word‘pelagic; it has nothing to do with Pelagius and denial of
original sin, it means ‘oceanic;)

gl Murphy’s Market %anned the plastic bags I immediately
ags and stored them in my car. Problem was, I had acquired bad
habits over the years and I rarely remembered to bring in my reusable shopping bag. After a
few—er, many painful experiences forgetting, I started remembering after a few steps out of the
cary {oday I'm getting darn close to remembermg every time [ step out of the driver’s seat to
bring my reusable Sl'fﬁppﬂ‘tg bag %en' do TUse thesmele-yse-plastie-bags-
-v srdkseafood? Ol(f hab1ts ten%tg d1e hard but they

have to d1e if we are going to keep on living on thls beaunful parcel of Creauon@

This has been Dan Price for Community Comment



