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Alcohol is'a'part of our society, our culture, our history
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The ABC regs require that the minors clearly look like a minor, clearly under the
age of 21. They carry their own ID and p'resent it if asked. Or they carry no ID and
state that they have no ID on them. They are required to truthfully answer any
questions about their age. Male decoys cannot have facial hair and female
decoys cannot wear makeup.

If a sale is made, the decoy exits the store and promptly returns with a law
enforcement officer to identify the person who made the sale. They are then
cited for selling alcohol to an underage person. '

When decoys operations first started, a 50% violation rate was common. Today,

the rate is well under 10%. Most stores want to be responsible and want to
uphold this important law.

An article on this is posted on the Lost Coast Outpost and about half of the
comments were against it, calling it a waste of tax money or asking if this is really
a law enforcement priority. The national Highway Traffic Safety Administration
has nationwide statistics that show people under the age of 21 have twice the
rate of alcohol involved traffic fatalities as compared to aduits.

Take a look at the local arrests listed in the Bookings section of the Lost Coast
Outpost. Look at how many DUl and drunk in Public arrests there are each day. It
is safe to assume that most of those people have an alcohol problem and it safe
to assume that most of those started drinking at a young age.

Itis very important that we support law enforcement in these efforts and look at
what we the community can do to address the problem of underage drinking.

This is Mike Goldsby for Community Comment




