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Homelessness has been a problem f5£3 long time in our cﬁ%and County, éiI do not think it’s
getting better; in fact, the other day when some speakers highlighted thelr research saymg that it
‘was getting better, a large percentage of the audience sighed in disbelief;ue 2
homeless seem to be everywhere,holding signs,and pleading for a hand out, pushmg shoppmg
carts and hanging around the Bayshore Mall. Sﬁ)eakmg of the Bayshore Mallg I support Chief
Mills’ actions pushing campers out of the so called Devil’s Playground. Why? They were creating
a lot of crime, theywwere damagmg the busmesses around the mall in ma:ny ways; they were
creatmg a public health hazard by-eas absle-fe mpiag and they were
endangering the free usage an e
mgweuld»Lﬂee%egeLaMejmm
bildng-atong-the-Chicksau Trail

I am also appreciative to the chief for th@nmght those on the far right and far left have no viable

solution to the problem of homelessness. On the far right, these p people want to push the &eless 4

out of the city, county —or maybe into the Bay. That’s not a go sd%%beeause it dewa-}ﬂeréf%e‘;

all-the-homelesswitreating them as less than human. If a@rlwes are not to be valued,

then all our hves can be devalued. On the middle rgght you have some who seem to care about

the homeless,’ )ust don t put them in my back yard, and make them work or & starve.'F ine, buta

lot of them hav er peers not parents who have modeled a work ethic fer many years They

need a hand uﬁT handentsss

On the far left are people who say, Ieave the homeless alone, homelessness is not a crime, and let

these happy people do whatever they want—pitching their tents wherever they p r mind

the consequences for businesses, homes or tourists or the local economy. That is

because 1t s a kindly but m1sgu1ded form of indifference. Let them alone because they are happy

campers} 71 beg to dlffer people Who are hvmg outside all the time, many of them buying and

selling drugs commiting and instigating crimes, and engaging 1%\1%0’&1 _offsocial utility to the

society as a Whole are not hap 1S, They are living in f?urga%ory, and need help getting
-85 ger.community: On the middle-left, there are

advocates for the homeless who want them to have the 11ght to toilets, clean water and a place to

sleep. Who could argue with that, unless we ask, who’s supposed to pay for it? {

In sum: any lasting solution to homelessness will not come from either the far right or far left. It
will have to come from the broader middle section of citizens: people who care about the
homeless, but who also want to help them join ## society rather than camping on its margins.
It’s the people in the'middle who can help find a balance between the rights of the one, and the
common good of the many. It’s the people in the middle who can take the risk to extend
friendship across the social andreconomlc borders that tend to divide the haves from the have
nots. Rather than marching aﬂd 1 bbymg aﬁé asking the government to solve the problem, -
Ssiaanelicrs o ‘f’enough people wﬁunteer%wﬁh places like the Rescue Mission, St. Vmcent De
Paul the Betty Kwan Chinn Center and countless others wla,o_are,help ng the-poer-every-¢
can lick the homeless problem. We Jus‘g have to case: g ¢ ! wf
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This has been Dan Price for Community Comment




