This Is AM with your CC

It's easy to get caught up in the national dramas that plays out on the mainstream news. If you tune in, you'll
be introduced fo never-ending stories of Russian election colflusion, fake Trump scandals and of
course: whether or not the President properly condemned the domestic terroris

I'm not here fo talk about any of thal, because none of it matters. None of it impacts your fife, because it is all
#FakeNews.

When you look at the official, hard data - The United States is turning things around and, thanks to Trump, we
are starfing fo seeing the statistics to prove it.

America’s unemployment rate is 4.3 percent, the lowest pointin 10 years. And that matters, because the rate
was more than double in 2071.

The gquarterly GDP growth of 2.6% came as a surprise to many analysts, and it is fikely to widen later this year.

Similar winning is taking place with illegal immigration, with the US Border Palrol reporting the lowest rate in at
least 17 years.

President Trump is slashing regulations, af truly historic levels.

It is not as easy to find the stats on how the war against ISIS is going, but we appear fo be winning in a big
way, as the enemy's operational territory has been dramatically decreased. Irag reports that the ISIS caliphate
has been smashed when their forces took Mosul in June, so the war effort appears to be going well,

All of this is greal news, and should give us encouragement that the overall Trump effect is a positive one. But
what do we see when we look at the state of California? How are things going here? It's not going very well.

The rest of the country is changing gears and embracing a "less government equals more freedom”
model. The new Trump mode! will eventually lead to even bigger and better national numbers. But it wont help
California much. We are dead weight for the national effort, with a local climate of over regufation and a state




leadership that is not concerned with growth. The states direct democracy has backfired in g big way, layering
bad propositions in the voting booth on top of the legions of bad laws written in Sacramento.

Most of the costs of living in this state are artificial, meaning that they are man-made. For example, California
has the worst income tax rate in the country. Even worse than New York and New Jerse y. While not quite the
worst, the sales tax and corporate taxes are very high as well. And of course in California, the excise tax is 35
cents of every gallon of gas at the pump.

The leadership doesn't get any better locally. We have a city council that has no clue how fo handle the
homeless problem that plaques Eureka.

So my point is, don't let the mainstream news get you worked up. The country is doing just fine. But do be
concerned with our state and jocal situation. And if you are running a business, double the amount of concern
and fry to focus on fixing the challenges that actually effect your life. It is too easy lo get distracted.
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