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I like to surf. So, every week, | paddle into the cold waters of our NorCal surf spots. As much as |

like it, I notice some surfers make surfing into their raison de etge=. When | find a friend who
lives, breathes, thinks and talks nothing but surfing, | like to shock him with my own aphorism:

“Surfing is a great sport, but it’s bad religion.” Fheyleckatme-puzzled-and-wonder fm——
something ke g preacher=wel+AMSo,—

giarhaps my aphorism needsaﬁexg!anatlon sSome things are good in and of themselves, even
healthy But turn them intoar hgso ahd they become monstrous. Ane-the-principle-apphies

For exampfes

E.g. Nation. | love our.country, salute the flag ansl am a proud father of an Air Force pilot. |
"I have little time for people who hate America... But those who: worship America have forgotten
the lessons of history. Nation is one thing: nationalism Manotheaigmpant nationalism
fomented the carnage of WW 1 and stoked the flames of hatré@éu?mg WW I lt 5 good to iove
=your homefand but wicked to.put your nation above

E.g. Sports. | love the outdoors and occasionally watch team sports. | didn’t have time to watch
much of the Worid Serzes but the few games | dld watch were pretty exciting. Sport is fun_
when put into context of bodzly movement, po;se and t eomg, teamwork, coaching strategy
But make sports into a religion and it produces mm%ﬁﬁg—fewms Wln at all costs is ugly;
'there are hzgher pnnupies than wmmng:'hke spor‘tsmanshm, honesty and lovmg the game itself.

Politics. Used to be that the political arena was divided into Republicans and Democrats. They'd

put forth a candldate win or ioseland cooperate with the opposing party to run the country

Today, the rabld ﬁght and loony left are scarcely able to concede that their opponents are_
“human, let afone American! Have we anjected @ ret:gious zeal into politics? In arecent article .

coiummst David Brooks says we have... wﬁ\\e -~

“What you see is good people desperately trying to connect in an America where bonds
are attenuated — without stable families, tight communities, stable careers, ethnic roots
or an enveloping moral culture. There’s justa whirl of changmg stepfathers changing

homes, changing phone d1stractions changing pop-culture references, financial stress
and chronic drinking, which make it harder to sink down roots into somethmg, orto
even have a spiritual narrative that gives meaning tolife. . .

You can see why, in the dismp’ted landscape... people wouid form the sort of partisan

attachments that are common today Today, partlsansth for many people is not about
which party has the better poiicms : : e

philosophy, ...
_ ldentity ) fi

.In sum: our social and spiritual dis-ease is manifesting in our political discourse. Unless it _
_ changes we are unlikely to remain the beacon of hope and Ilght for those who love freedom

This has been Dan Price for Community Comment



